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SEE YOU SOON? 
By the time this Grassbox reaches you the Easter holidays 
will be over and some of the year‟s first rallies in the UK 
should have taken place. However, many of these will have 
been affected by the foot and mouth outbreak in the UK. 

One event that definitely will be going ahead is the 
Club‟s Annual Rally and AGM at Milton Keynes Museum on 
19/20 May. I have already spoken with lots of members 
who plan to come this year and I know that lots more are 
hoping to be there too. It would be really great if we could 
make this our biggest rally ever. After all, we have 
managed it every year so far! And if other events are being 
cancelled, perhaps we should all try extra hard to be there. 

As for the rest of the year, the list of events that we are 
organising or plan to attend is inside. If they go ahead this 
could be our best year ever for events but I guess that 
some of these will be cancelled (Banbury already has 
been). Hopefully by the time the Summer really gets here 
the worst will be over. 

Have a great Summer and see you at Milton Keynes! 

 
Green‟s Monitor, from the 1940s and 1950s, was 
essentially a low cost alternative to Green‟s Zephyr. It had 
a six-bladed cutting cylinder and was available in 12” and 
14” models. The handles of early, pre-WW2, versions were 
made a flat steel loop with a wooden cross-piece at the top 
(like on a sidewheel T handle) but later models had a 
tubular handle like the example shown here. Monitor 
advertisements in the 1950s focused on the design, stating 
that “The freewheel prevents skidding and, combined with 
the 2-section roller, provides a one-hand manoeuvrability 
which makes turning at the end of the lawn and mowing on 
curves extremely simple - without damage to turf…and the 
Monitor‟s low centre of gravity and the easy-to-grip, 
„continuous‟ bar handle make mowing on garden slopes 
more than usually easy”. The example shown belongs to 
Alec Hillyar. 

 
Andrew Hall found this shot of the gardeners at West Dean 
in Sussex. The mowers appear to be a Greens Silens 
Messor, complete with draw rope, on the left and a Greens 
or Ransomes pony mower on the right. Date unknown, but 
probably sometime between 1900 and 1914. 
 

OLDEST DENNIS MOWER? 
What may be the oldest Dennis mower in preservation has 
joined Tony Hopwood‟s collection of early machines made 
by the company. 

It is a 24” Bradbury-engined machine, No 1359, which 
is actually 359 from the first Dennis production run that 
began in 1922. Only the first 1600 Dennis mowers had 
Bradbury engines. Dennis changed to the Blackburn FE 
engine in 1924 when Bradbury went bust. 

Tony‟s machine was made in early 1923 and, as found, 
had some parts missing. The frame, engine, magneto, fuel 
tank and original bolted chevron blade cutting cylinder are 
in good condition. Missing parts include valve caps and 
springs, cooling fan, carburettor, front roller axle and 
exhaust, all of which are replaceable. Tony hopes to get the 
machine ready in time for the Club‟s AGM in May. 

 
Yet another of Christopher Thompson‟s collection of mower 
related postcards and photographs, this shows what 
appears to be a family gathering on the lawn. It is obviously 
not possible to tell whether the man with the mower (a 
Ransomes Patent Gear Automaton) is related to the others 
but the little boy next to him has a toy mower of some kind. 
There are many examples of people posing with their 
mowers from this period, around 100 years ago. 



DIARY DATES 

At the time of writing all of these events are going 
ahead. Please check with individual organisers for 
further details regarding foot and mouth cancellations. 

 

Milton Keynes Museum: Saturday/Sunday 19/20 May. 
This year‟s Annual Rally and AGM will be held on Saturday 
19 and Sunday 20 May, at Milton Keynes Museum as 
usual. Do not forget the Annual General Meeting at 12noon 
on the Sunday. It will be possible to camp at the Museum 
on the Friday and Saturday evenings, by prior arrangement, 
so please let Keith know if you intend to stay. Details of 
local hotels and bed and breakfasts can also be obtained 
from Keith. For more information, see the article opposite. 

Chignall Village Hall Vintage Rally, Chignall Smealy, 

Chelmsford, Essex: Sunday 2 June. Horticultural exhibits 
and related items wanted for this rural one-day event. 
Contact Norman Wasteney on 01245 440947 (Essex). 

Big Wheels Weekend, Farming World, Kent: 
Saturday/Sunday 9/10 June. Held at Farming World, Nash 
Court, Boughton, Faversham, Kent (just off J7 of the M2). 
Exhibits to include tractors, stationary engines, horticultural 
machinery and lawnmowers. Closing date 20 May. Contact 
Neil Lawrence on 01843 845546 (Birchington). 

Banbury Steam Rally: Sadly cancelled this year due to 
foot and mouth. See you in 2002. Details from Robbie. 

Farm Machinery Preservation Society Annual Rally, 

Gosfield, Braintree, Essex: Saturday/Sunday 7/8 July. 
Exhibits to include mowers and horticultural machinery, 
tractors, cars, military and commercial vehicles. Closing 
date for inclusion in programme, 31 May. Contact Chris 
Thompson on 01376 320259 (Braintree). 

Greens Blue Plaque Unveiling, Leeds: Sunday 15 July. 
To make a contribution direct to the appeal send a cheque 
payable to „The Road Roller Association‟ to D L Crampton, 
6 Norwood Close, Mackworth, Derby DE22 4GA (please 
mark envelopes „Greens Appeal). The Hall & Duck Trust 
will be exhibiting a selection of Greens mowers at the event 
which will be open to the public. 

Welland Steam Rally, Upton on Severn: 
Saturday/Sunday 28/29 July. Contact Tony Hopwood. Tel: 
01684 592134 (Upton on Severn). 

Knowl Hill Steam Rally: Saturday/Sunday 11/12 August. 
Contact Tim Durant on 01628 521953 (Bourne End). 

Bedford Steam Fair, Old Warden: Saturday/Sunday 
15/16 September. Contact Dick Hardwick on 01462 816018 
(Shefford). 

The Farming & Country Festival, Farming World, Kent: 
Saturday/Sunday 15/16 September. Venue as above. Join 
us for a great day of country fun, excitement and „have a 
go‟ activities at one of Kent‟s biggest and best country and 
farming festivals. Contact Farming World on 01227 751144 
(Kent). 

Malvern Autumn Show: Saturday/Sunday 29/30 
September. Contact Tony Hopwood. Tel: 01684 592134 
(Upton on Severn). 
 

 
Andrew Hall recently located this trade card produced for 
Lloyd‟s of Letchworth advertising their Chicago lawn 
mower. Trade cards were especially popular in the US and 
Andrew thinks this one was produced here by Lloyd‟s after 
they had seen similar items advertising mowers such as 
the Pennsylvania for which they were the British agents. 
The card is probably about 100 years old, possibly even 
earlier. 

 
Who will be bringing the biggest trailer to MKM? Andrew 
Grout normally does but when he was taking Andrew Hall & 
Michael Duck‟s large Ransomes motor mower to Saltex last 
year even his mammoth carrier had to give second best 
somewhere near Stonehenge. Luckily the AA was on hand 
to give them a lift the rest of the way. And as we saw in 
GB34 the mower and crew arrived safely at the show.  
 

MAKE A DATE FOR THE ANNUAL RALLY 
The Annual Rally at Milton Keynes Museum will soon be 
here and, as always, it is the best chance of the year to 
meet and chat with other members. I hope that as many 
people as possible will be able to call in at some time over 
the weekend. 

As last year, we have been given permission to camp 
at the Museum on the Friday and Saturday nights. This 
means that anyone arriving on the Friday can make a full 
weekend with a full day on the Saturday. But please let 
Keith know if you intend to camp on either night so that 
adequate space can be prepared. If you do come on the 
Friday, please aim to arrive between 7.00 and 9.00pm 
because the gates will be open and someone will be there 
to meet you. If you expect to arrive after this time you will 
still be able to get in as the gates can be unlocked but 
please try to let Keith know a few days before so that we 
can all look out for you. On the day, Keith can be contacted 
on his mobile (07778 315966). 

There are plenty of local hotels and B&Bs for anyone 
wishing to have a more comfortable weekend. Keith will be 
happy to supply a list of suitable places. If you are bringing 
mowers and/or trailers it will be possible to leave these at 
the Museum (as long as someone is there) before checking 
in to your hotel. Check with Keith if unsure. 

There will be a special barbeque (including veggie food) 
party at the Museum on the Saturday evening following the 
success of last year‟s event. This barbeque is being 
organised for the Club by some of the Museum‟s volunteers 
and will be at a low „all inclusive‟ price to keep it simple. 
Any profits will go to the Museum. 

A popular feature of the rally is the bring and buy 
section that has developed in recent years. A number of 
members bring mowers to sell at the rally and there is 
usually a bargain or two to be had. With so many 
enthusiasts present, this is one of the best places to buy or 
sell a mower, so if anyone would like to bring something, 
feel free. And don‟t forget to leave some space in the boot, 
trailer or holdall to take something home! 

We are hoping to produce some special 10th 
anniversary souvenirs for all members who attend the 
event. These will be different to the mementos given out in 
the past couple of years, in case anyone was wondering! 

The Museum‟s tea room will be open on the Saturday 
and Sunday to provide refreshments including snacks, 
salads, sandwiches and cakes so there‟s no need to bring 
your own picnic or packed lunch. The tea room will also be 
open on the Sunday morning for breakfast. 
Finally, the Club Shop will be open for a limited period on 
each day to sell the full range of souvenirs (as listed on the 
Grassbox advertisement sheet), so if you need a new 
sweat shirt, some car stickers or transfers for your Atco 
Standard, bring some cash! 

 



RESTORING A RANSOMES 
Crawford Stirling makes more progress with his 
restoration. Painting is complete and it is nearly time to 
start putting it all together. 

 
The next job was locating transfers for the grass box and 
fan cowling. After a lot of phoning round and digging I was 
eventually put in touch with someone I know very well who 
just happened to have a Royal Crest. If only I had known 
this to begin with! I am still trying to get the Ransomes 
scroll but have been promised one soon, so here‟s hoping. 
Just prior to applying the top coats, I had arranged for the 
cylinder to be sharpened and the new wooden handles and 
front rollers to be made in the knowledge that I would not 
wish to put the bits back together until I had the new 
pieces. It meant that I wasn‟t tempted to handle the freshly 
painted components until they had hardened, another 
mistake I have made before! 

 
A. R. Wood Mowers of Gosfield in Essex made the wooden 
handles and rollers and I was delighted with the result. 
They were made from mahogany and once varnished really 
looked the part. 
Now that I had everything back, I could begin the enjoyable 
bit. Having taken a fortnight off whilst everything hardened 
up I was really fired up! I made mental plans how I would 
begin the reassembly and began by attaching the roller to 
one of the side plates followed by one side of the cutting 
cylinder, now resplendent in bright red with nicely 
sharpened edges and bottom blade. Next was the stay bar 
for the scraper plate at the rear. All nuts were left loose at 
this stage. The other side plate was offered up and the rear 
roller and cutting cylinder attached. It was beginning to look 
like a mower again. 
By now, my photographs had been developed. They came 
out very well but did not show up the drive train cross 
members too well so the three renegade spacers 
mentioned earlier were still without a definite home! The 
next step was the drive train so I assembled it on the bench 
prior to re-fitting. The nuts and bolts which attach the lower 
fan pulley to the flywheel consist of two nuts per bolt, one to 
lock the other because the assembly bolts up against a 
Hessian pad. This was a very arduous task due to the lack 
of room to get my sausage like fingers in. Remember this 
because I shall refer to it again later. 
Once it was all assembled, I began the job of threading 
through the cross members which first had to be slid 
through the side plates.  

As the cross members went through, I placed the differing 
spacers in their correct positions between the clutch, 
engine and fuel tank brackets. I was soon able to work out 
where the little blighters went, as it was only a matter of 
elimination. Having placed the last two spacers in position 
(one either side), I then had to lift the whole assembly up 
into the horizontal position and hope that the ends of the 
cross members lined up with the corresponding holes in the 
other side plate. The weight of the drive train does not 
make this task easy but I soon had them tapped home and 
the retaining bolts in place. I had even remembered to put 
the chain for the starting sprocket back before I began. Just 
the sort of thing that I might have forgotten! I then slid the 
throw plate back into position. 

 
This was the real turning point of the restoration and I felt 
like I had rounded the last corner of a long race and could 
see the finishing tape! All that was left was refitting the 
handles, carburettor and front rollers. I consulted my photos 
to see how the handle stays went and proceeded 
accordingly. As I tightened up the bottom stay, a large gap 
appeared at the top where the two cast handles are 
supposed to meet! I looked at the photos but had put 
everything back exactly. As they were cast iron, I was not 
too keen to put any stress on them by bolting the top up 
tight and bending the handles. A bit of logical thinking soon 
solved the problem. The two side stays had been attached 
on the inside of the handles, thus pushing them out at the 
top. They had obviously been put back incorrectly many 
years previous so it was a miracle that they had survived 
unscathed as we all know what happens to cast iron if 
stressed!  Anyway, a quick rearrangement of the side stays 
and the top of the handles shrank together in the most 
satisfying manner and everything suddenly went back 
together. Beautiful!! 
With the front rollers on, the machine was looking very 
impressive, maybe how it looked some seventy years 
earlier. They must have been pretty impressive at the 
factory all lined up in a row! I was nearing the time when I 
could see if it would actually run.  
Find out if all the hard work was worth it in the final 
instalment in the next edition. 
 

 

 
Section of a 1927 Shanks catalogue entry. 
 



CUTTING THE GRASS AT THE TAJ MAHAL 
Brian Yetts discovered an unusual vintage 
mower in India, as he explains below. 

 
The pictures show a cylinder mower adapted from a gang 
mower (looks like a Ransomes to me - Ed) and arranged 
for propulsion by a 2bp (bullock power) drive unit. Note the 
collection box behind the driver. The stick was not only the 
driver‟s gearbox it was also his grass deflector, attempting 
to guide the grass into the box. He was assisted by a 
walking operator. The driver‟s seat was a wooden stump 
with some jute sacking tied to the top as padding. It all 
looked most uncomfortable but the driver showed no 
discomfort. The visit was made on a Friday when there was 
no entry charge to the monument on the Moslem Sabbath, 
hence the large number of visitors. The entry fee on all 
other days was approximately 17p. The Taj Mahal is India‟s 
number one tourist attraction. 

 
 

THE GORDON TWT 
Neil Lawrence wonders if anyone knows anything about the 
origins of the 10” machine below or the company who made 
it? The only markings are “The Gordon TWT British Made” 
on each wheel. The colour is gold all over including the 
cutting cylinder. The wooden T handle is missing from the 
mower. 

 
By chance this same query came up on the Club‟s 
“Smartgroup” on the Internet last year. According to Andrew 
Hall, who supplied the answer then, The Gordon was a 
catalogue name for a full range of gardening equipment for 
the store chain of Timothy Whites (hence, presumably, 
TWT) made before World War II. The full range should 
include sidewheel mower, roller mower, garden roller and a 
line marker. Neil also has an American 17” sidewheel 
mower in his collection made by C&K Ltd. This had the 
words “Diamond Ball Bearing” up the wooden handle and 
its original colour was maroon with silver wheels. If anyone 
has information on either mower, please pass it to Neil via 
Keith so that a follow up can be included in a future edition. 

TIM’S TOP TIP! 
FINDING TOP DEAD CENTRE 
Setting the correct ignition timing of any engine relies on 
knowing the position of „top dead centre‟ or TDC, where the 
piston is at its highest point within the cylinder. The 
sparking point is normally a few degrees just before TDC 
so getting this position right is pretty crucial not only for the 
smooth running of the engine but also to help prevent 
backfires and the risk of a sore wrist! 

Many engines have TDC marked on the end of the 
crankshaft (a lot of JAPs for example have a notch to 
indicate the position of the shaft relative to the piston). Here 
the relationship between the crankshaft, piston and TDC is 
fixed and there is no room for error. But on many other 
engines there is either no mark or it is on the flywheel 
(which can of course be moved). 

If the engine has a removable cylinder head it is 
normally possible to check TDC (and hence timing 
positions) with the piston exposed. Engines with an all-in-
one cylinder pot (eg many Villiers 2S and quite a few early 
JAP 4S) can be more troublesome as it will not normally be 
possible to check TDC in situ by eye. However, if the spark 
plug hole is on the top of the cylinder and above the bore it 
is a relatively easy task. The simplest way is to remove the 
plug and simply insert a pencil into the hole so that it sticks 
out of the top of the cylinder vertically. Turn the engine over 
until the pencil is sticking out of the hole the most. This is 
the TDC point. If the plug hole is not in line with the bore or 
at the side it will not be possible to use this technique. I 
have tried bent wires and other methods to try and estimate 
TDC but none is totally accurate. Instead, get a nozzle from 
a washing up liquid bottle and stick it in the plug hole with 
the tip pointing outwards (use plasticine or blue tack to 
make a seal between the plug hole and nozzle). Then 
simply put a dab of washing up liquid on the nozzle and turn 
the engine over slowly. If all goes well, you should produce 
a bubble on the nozzle. This will be at its biggest at the 
TDC point because this is when there is less air in the 
cylinder and more in the bubble.  

When you have found TDC make sure to mark the 
flywheel and the cylinder with two small marks (a scratch or 
a dab of paint etc) in line with each other. You can then 
easily locate TDC whenever you need, but remember if you 
take the flywheel off or make any other changes to the 
timing mechanism you will need to check TDC again. 

We‟ll be featuring more of “Tim‟s Top Tips” in future 
editions. If you have any ideas for inclusion, let us know. 
 

BOOK A BANNER! 

Remember that the Club has some banners you can 
borrow free of charge. All you need to do is book well in 
advance so that we can make arrangements for it to be 
delivered (and we even pay the postage). Details from 
Keith at the usual address. 
 
 
 
 
 

Keith Wootton can be contacted by post at Milton Keynes 
Museum or at 7 Church Lane, Cold Higham, Towcester, 
Northamptonshire NN12 8LS. Tel: 01327 830675 or 07778 

315966 (mobile). Robbie Robinson can be contacted at 
10 Burchester Avenue, Headington, Oxford OX3 9NA. Tel: 
01865 450899. The Club can also be contacted by email at: 
olc@oldlawnmowerclub.co.uk or via the web at: 
http://www.oldlawnmowerclub.co.uk 

 

Next Edition: July 2001 
Edition 36 - Apr 2001 
Edited and written (except where 
stated) by Keith Wootton 
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