
GrassboxGrassboxGrassboxGrassbox 
 

The magazine of The Old Lawnmower Club 
 

Number 40 

 
 

 
Spring 2002 

 

BE SEEING YOU? 
This is the time of the year when our attention starts to turn 
to the Annual Rally and the other events we are planning 
this year. In fact, it looks like we are going to have some 
great events during 2002 and I hope that as many people 
as possible make the effort to exhibit at least once during 
the year. 

Our Annual Rally at Milton Keynes Museum is our 
oldest and biggest event. If you have been before you will 
know that it is an amazing sight to see all of those mowers 
in one place. And if you have not been before, you probably 
won’t believe your eyes! There’s more information inside 
and on the advertisement sheet too. 

This Grassbox also includes details of some interesting 
developments at the Club which I hope will be welcomed by 
our members. We have been working hard behind the 
scenes to introduce some new ideas for this year and will 
be writing to everyone about these soon. 

Thanks as always to everyone who has contributed to 
this edition or sent in items. I will use everything eventually. 

 
Could this be Alec and Andy at one of the very first Club 
rallies way back when? Of course not, it’s a shot of two 
likely looking lads with a Silens Messor. By the look of the 
mower it could be from about 1900. 
 

PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE 
As most Members are aware steam rallies and other events 
require exhibitors to have third party public liability 
insurance as a condition of attendance. In the past we have 
taken the view that it is the responsibility of the individual 
club member. Following enquiries by a number of members 
about the closure of existing insurance schemes for vintage 
machinery collectors we decided to see if there was a 
suitable insurance we could arrange that would benefit all 
of our members. We are currently finalising arrangements 
for a scheme that will provide third party public liability 
insurance for all UK members as part of the annual 
membership fee. We will be writing to everyone in the club 
with further details in due course and hope to have 
completed the arrangements in time for the membership 
renewals due in May. If you are planning to renew your 
insurance in the next few weeks, please wait until you hear 
from the Club before finalising your plans. However, please 
be aware that you will not be insured until you have 
received confirmation of the arrangements from the Club so 
if you intend to attend events before then you must make 
your own arrangements. 

 
This shot was taken in the 1930s at the Sports Turf 
Research Institute in Bingley. The mower appears to be a 
Pennsylvania of some kind. The man on the right is not just 
trying to get in the picture - he is brushing worm casts and 
other debris off the lawn to make it easier for the mower. 
Incidentally, Ivan Harrison wants to know if anyone can 
advise him on the best way to reduce the number of worms 
and the casts they leave on his lawn. According to Ivan the 
land is very sandy and never gets water logged. The pH of 
the soil is 5.5-6.0 and the lawn is well fed and cut regularly. 
If anyone has any suggestions we will include them in the 
next Grassbox. 
 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 
Membership of the Old Lawnmower Club runs from May to 
April each year. Robbie will be sending out renewal 
reminders after the Annual Rally and AGM. People who 
joined between December 2001 and April 2002 will not 
receive a renewal notice because their membership will run 
until April 2003. Please do not send any money to the club 
until you receive a reminder from Robbie (and please do 
not try and pay at the AGM as there is enough to do without 
collecting forms and counting money). The form you will 
receive will include an opportunity to complete or update 
the information we use to compile the Directory of Members 
that will be published later this year. We are also planning 
to introduce a new way of completing this form and 
submitting membership fees on the Internet. 
 

SPOTTED STATESIDE 

 
Jim Ricci, left, and Andrew Hall recently attended a major 
horticultural exhibition in the US. Jim lives near Boston and 
the display used mowers from his collection. It attracted a 
lot of attention from the groundcare professionals attending 
the event. Andy made the trip from the UK to help Jim. 



DIARY DATESDIARY DATESDIARY DATESDIARY DATES    
Milton Keynes: Saturday 18/Sunday 19 May. Our Annual 
Rally and the biggest event of the year! As always, the 
Annual General Meeting will be at 12noon on the Sunday. 

Everyone is welcome. For additional information see the 

special article on the advertisement sheet enclosed 

with this issue. If you have any queries please contact 
Keith at the usual places (details P4). 

Chignall Village Hall Vintage Rally: Saturday 1 June. 
This regular event at Chignall Smealey, near Chelmsford in 
Essex is popular with our many members in the area. 
Horticultural exhibits, including mowers, and related items 
such as literature and hand tools wanted for this rural one 
day event. Details from Norman Wasteney on 01245 
440947 (Essex).  

West Dean: Saturday 22/Sunday 23 June. A return to this 
popular venue with another special event organised by 
Richard Jones. The gardens and house make an excellent 
setting and the company is sure to be good. Details from 
Richard on 023 925 98601 or from Jim Buckland at West 
Dean on 01243 818209. 

Banbury Rally: Saturday 29/Sunday 30 June 2002. The 
event is back after last year’s cancellation for “foot & 
mouth” and promises all of the usual fun. Details from 
Robbie (details P4). 

Farm Machinery Preservation Society Annual Rally: 
Saturday 6/Sunday 7 July. The event is held at Gosfield, 
near Braintree, Essex. Exhibits to include mowers and 
horticultural machinery as well as all the usual stuff. Closing 
date for inclusion in programme, 31 May. Details from Chris 
Thompson on 01376 320259 (Braintree). 

 
This advertisement for JP appeared in 1951. 
 

CHECK OUT CHEFFINS 
The next Cheffins auction (see the article below) is being 
held at Sutton on Saturday 27 April starting at 9am. A 
number of Club Members will be there and afterwards we 
will retire to the pub on the high street in Bluntisham for a 
pint and something to eat. It would be great if more people 
could join us for this after show party! Details from Keith. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AUCTION PRICES 
The value and price of old lawn mowers is always of 
interest to Club members and leads to hours of idle banter 
at events during the summer. We all have an idea of the 
value of particular machines, and often have tales to tell of 
bargains bought. One way of gauging the value of a 
particular machine is to look at recent auction prices. It is 
as close as we can get to “open market” values. 

The largest regular auction of old lawn mowers is 
probably the twice yearly Cheffins event held at Sutton in 
Cambridgeshire on the last Saturdays in April and October. 
These events are attended by a number of Club Members 
and, apart from being a good day out, offer the opportunity 
to add to our collections. Bidding is often keenest for the 
more unusual mowers. It is unlikely that these will be 
bought for bargain prices. But the more common machines 
can often be bought for lower prices than one might expect. 

The following list gives a brief description of the mower 
and the 'hammer price' (to which is added a small percent 
commission) at the past two auctions. 

 
April 2001: A good selection of mowers on sale. Most were 
in unrestored condition. The surprising this was the low 
prices (unsold even) of some machines that collectors are 
still looking for: 14" Atco 'kick start', unsold; JP Super and 
Greens Monitor, unsold; Atco Standard, unsold; Atco 
Standard, unsold; Atco Standard, unsold; Atco Standard, 
unsold; Hayter, £20; 14" Atco motor mower, unsold; 
Shanks Talisman, £90; Presto, £10; 12" Ransomes Patent 
Chain Automaton with no chain (see photo), £45; JP Super, 
£5; Two Presto mowers, unsold; 8" Ransomes Patent 

Chain Automaton, £210; Ransomes Conquest and Webb 
hand mower, £5; 10" Ransomes Anglia, £45; 14" 
Ransomes Ripper, £5; Ransomes Ace Mk1, £35; 16" 
Ransomes Certes, £10; 40" Ransomes ride on with Ford 
engine, £30; Ransomes 'Horse Shoe' motor mower, £100; 
Ransomes Ariel, £80; Ransomes Lightweight Minor motor 
mower, £5; Allen Scythe, £25; Ransomes hand mower, JP 
Super, Atco lawn sweeper, £40; Atco Standard, £35; 
Suffolk Colt, unsold; Suffolk Punch, £3; Suffolk Punch, 
unsold; Ransomes Chain Automaton Minor, £120; 
Ransomes Lion with Leo box, £90; Pennsylvania 'edging' 
hand mower, £150; Ransomes Minor motor mower, £10; 
JP Super, £5; Webb hand mower, £5; Flexa, £5; Atco 
Standard, £20. 

 
October 2001: The selection was perhaps not as good as 
the previous couple of sales but there were one or two 
unusual items on offer: Suffolk Punch, £2; Falcon push 
mower, £5; Atco Standard, c1926, £2; Ransomes Mk10 
motor mower c/w grassbox, £40; Ransomes Auto Certes 
MkIV motor mower c/w grassbox, £12; Ransomes Minor 
MkVI 18in motor mower c/w grassbox, £12; Ransomes 
Anglia 14in push mower c/w grassbox, £30; Ransomes 
MkIV 20in motor mower, £45; Qualcast Major 12in (listed 
as Ransomes in catalogue), £80; Ransomes patent Chain 
Automaton 8in, £130; Ransomes ball bearing mower, with 
grass box, £25; three mowers - Suffolk Viceroy 12in, 
Greens Monitor 12in and Qualcast Concorde, £5; Emery 
Clipper 14in with JAP engine, £130; JP Mini Mower c/w 
grassbox, £22; Qualcast 16, wrong box, £5; JP Super, £2. 



NEW RANSOMES DISPLAY AT 

STOWMARKET MUSEUM 
The Club was at the Museum of East Anglian Life in 
Stowmarket over the last August Bank Holiday weekend to 
help celebrate the opening of a brand new building 
dedicated to the history of Ransomes, which was based in 
nearby Ipswich. 

The William Bone building has been named in honour 
of a past chairman of Ransomes. It was completed with the 
support of his son, Geoffrey Bone, also a past chairman, 
who officially opened the building at a special ceremony 
held on Saturday 25 August at the museum. The event was 
attended by people connected with Ransomes, friends and 
staff of the museum, and representatives from the local 
community. 

The Bone family enjoyed a long connection with 
Ransomes and during the opening ceremony Geoffrey 
Bone described how one of his ancestors came to work for 
the company. Successive generations of Bones worked at 
the company and the connection was finally severed only 
recently when Ransomes was taken over by the American 
Textron Corporation in the 1990s. 

The display inside the building tells the story of 
Ransomes from 1789 to the present day and incorporates 
many items manufactured by the company. The dominating 
centre piece is a traction engine made by the company in 
1881 and numbered 5137. Interestingly the two maker’s 
plates on the engine have slightly different names 
(Ransomes, Head & Jefferies on one and Ransomes, Sims 
& Head on the other), signifying the changes the company 
was going through at the time. The Ransomes, Sims and 
Head name will be familiar to club members lucky enough 
to own one of the early Automaton mowers. 

 
Ransomes was of course one of the first companies to 
manufacture lawn mowers, its first machines being 
produced in the 1830s under license and to the design of 
Edwin Budding, who produced the world’s first lawn mower 
in conjunction with John Ferrabee at Stroud. The collection 
of mowers on display includes a very early Ransomes 
“Budding” style mower, which was previously displayed at 
the company’s factory in Ipswich, and a rare example of a 
1920s Ransomes electric mower. This part of the display 
was completed with assistance from members of the Old 
Lawnmower Club and the Hall & Duck Trust. 

Other examples of Ransomes mowers can be found 
elsewhere in the museum. But Ransomes made much 
more that agricultural equipment and mowers. Visitors to 
Stowmarket will also discover that the company made 
trolley buses, fork lift trucks, fairground rides and railway 
equipment among many hundreds of other items used 
around the world. They can also can see advertising 
material from the company and a collection of medals 
awarded at agricultural and engineering exhibitions. 

Members of the Old Lawnmower Club provided an 
additional attraction on the day of the opening ceremony by 
creating a display of over 50 Ransomes mowers dating 
from the 1860s to the 1950s. 

Exhibitors included Craig Hipperson, Chris Thompson, 
Andrew Hall, Mike Duck, John Everett, John Dyer, Charles 
Crouchman, Chris Thompson, Alan & Dick Hardwick, 
Charlie Jones, Mick Taylor, Andrew Grout, Alec Hillyar and 
Keith Wootton, making it one of the club’s most successful 
events of the year. 

Mowers on show included examples of early 
Ransomes, Sims & Head hand mowers as well as 
sidewheel and motor mowers and some unusual exhibits.  

 
Among these was the MP mower pusher belonging to 
Andrew MacMorland connected to a Patent Chain 
Automaton. Andrew also had one of his early motor 
mowers on show and running for part of the afternoon. 

However, this was not just about the rarer machines 
from the Ransomes catalogue and it is probably fair to say 
that so many different models from a single manufacturer 
have rarely been on display at the same time. 

The BBC filmed a number of the mowers, and their 
owners, for a special documentary that was broadcast in 
November last year, as mentioned in the last Grassbox. 
These comprised brief introductions to the individual 
mowers and some longer pieces. A number were used in 
the programme and Alan Hardwick was shown mowing the 
field in the opening titles. 

The William Bone Building is an excellent new display 
which will be worth a visit by anyone interested in our 
agricultural and industrial heritage. The museum has a 
number of displays covering the history of rural life in East 
Anglia, many of which are housed in period buildings rebuilt 
around the extensive estate in the middle of Stowmarket. 
 

 
Dave Hooson sent this photo of his Suffolk Punch and 
wonders if anyone can help him date the machine. The 
original Punch was introduced in 1954 and some of the 
features on Dave’s suggest an early model, others do not. 
Dave points out the following features that might help date 
the machine: the fuel filter assembly is mounted above the 
float chamber and not within the petrol tap as with most 
Suffolks; the petrol tank is square and not curved over the 
cowl as in later Punches; the cooling cowl only covers the 
flywheel assembly and not the cylinder fins; there is an 
unusual oil filler plug with a short split-pin-like dipstick 
mounted low in the crank case; the engine number of 89 is 
low but there is a metal recoil starter, suggesting a later 
model. If anyone has any ideas, please send them to Keith 
at the Club so they can be included in a future Grassbox 
and sent to Dave. 

 

 



CALEDONIA CONFUSION? 
By Christopher Proudfoot 
Among photos of the Hall & Duck open day in the last 
Grassbox was one of a machine referred to in the text as 
‘an early Shanks Caledonia’. It is a 6-inch one, and it says 
The Caledonia on each handlebar. If you look at Shanks 
catalogues, you won’t find a 6-inch Caledonia (or, rather, I 
never have). What you will find, in Shanks catalogues of 
around 1908, is this very machine, listed not as a 
Caledonia, but as a Small. It was made in 6, 7 and 8-inch 
sizes. So, Caledonias are Smalls if they are 6, 7 or 8 inch? 
Sorry, no, it’s not that simple; an 8-inch Caledonia IS listed. 
What’s more, the price (£2.10s.0) is the same for an 8-inch 
Small or Caledonia. 

What is the difference, then? The most obvious is in 
the roller, which in the Small has part enclosed, latticed 
ends and no free-wheel – there is a free-wheel, but it is in 
the cylinder pinion, like that of a side-wheel mower.  Also, 
the handlebars are pivoted, so that the machine ‘floats’, 
instead of having adjustable struts, as on Caledonias.  The 
Caledonia could be had with gear or chain drive, the Small 
with gear only, and without the axle springs fitted to 
Caledonias at that time.  The gear cover on the small has 
‘Shanks Arbroath and London’ cast into it, while on the only 
gear Caledonia  I have looked at since this question arose, 
it says ‘Shanks Caledonia’ on the gear cover. 

Clutching my anorak closer about me, I looked at part 
numbers.  Smalls have numbers beginning with the letter 
M, Caledonia numbers begin with V. BUT, on all but the 
earliest Caledonias, the handlebar numbers begin with VM, 
and so do the Small handlebars. 

Odd that this part, the one with the name of one model 
on it, should be singled out for ‘parts commonisation’.  
Incidentally, on post WWI Caledonias, the lettering on the 
handlebars was re-arranged to be identical on each side, 
so that one casting served as a right or left hand bar: a 
much more rational bit of rationalisation (Smalls had 
probably disappeared from the scene by then). 

A further quirk: the only example of an 8-inch machine I 
can recall seeing has struts on the handlebars, but the 
lattice-ended roller.  Not knowing its part numbers, I cannot 
tell you which it is.  Did Shanks know, I wonder? 

A final by-the-way: the Small had been in Shanks 
catalogues, in different forms, since the 1880s, the early 
type being like a miniature Standard, a later version being 
based on the 1889 ‘New’ model, which was itself a 
predecessor of the Caledonia. This version had the same 
lattice-end roller as its Caledonia lookalike successor. 

 
Harrod’s catalogue from 1895 clearly shows Small mowers 
separate to the normal Caledonia. 

 
It’s not obvious whether this is supposed to be a lawn 
mower or not but I suspect the situation will be familiar to 
many collectors and members of the club. The cartoon 
originally appeared in “The Dalesman” magazine and was 
sent in by Ivan Harrison. If anyone fancies trying to put a 
caption to it we will offer a small prize and pots of fame in 
the next edition for the winner. Please send entries to Keith 
by post or email to the usual address before 15 May. 
Entries that do not mention specific members will stand a 
better chance of winning! Or will they… 

 
This advertisement for the Keynsham mower was taken 
from “Gardening Illustrated” from April 1931. The 
Keynsham was one of the many mowers produced in the 
1920s and 1930s by companies that did not survive for very 
long. Examples are now unusual although a few members 
have one in their collections.  

 

AND FINALLY… 

Patient: Doctor, I can't stop singing 'The Green, Green 
Grass of Home'. 

Doctor: That sounds like Tom Jones Syndrome. Although 
it's not common, 'It's Not Unusual'. 
(Don’t blame me, this was sent in by James Saunders!) 
 

 

Keith Wootton can be contacted by post at Milton Keynes 
Museum or at 7 Church Lane, Cold Higham, Towcester, 
Northamptonshire NN12 8LS. Tel: 01327 830675 or 07778 

315966 (mobile). Robbie Robinson can be contacted at 
10 Burchester Avenue, Headington, Oxford OX3 9NA. Tel: 
01865 450899. The Club can also be contacted by email at: 
olc@oldlawnmowerclub.co.uk or the web at: 
http://www.oldlawnmowerclub.co.uk 

 

 
 
 

Next Edition: June 2002 
Edition 40 - Apr 2002 
Edited and written (except where 
stated) by Keith Wootton 
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