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With Geoffrey Brooks having written about overhauling Dennis mowers for this
issue, it seemed appropriate to include a picture of the machine he describes.
This photo from Peter Hampton shows Bill Outram demonstrating his 24” Dennis
at the annual Rally last year. Bill has presented a bottle of Champagne to the
owner of the best working mower at the the rally in recent years.



EDITORIAL
With the new year now under way, it is
time for us to look forward to 2013. As
usual, the main event of the year will
also be the first, the Annual Rally at
Milton Keynes rural life museum on
18th and 19th May. The event will
follow much the same format as last
year, and hopefully this year Keith will
be about to keep us all in order! There
will be more details in the next issue but
in the meantime anyone wanting more
information should contact Keith Woot-
ton.

TV APPEARANCES
Well done to Seb Austin for his recent
appearance on BBC1’s Antiques Road-
show late last year. Congratulations too
to Brian Radam for helping How Britain
Worked on Channel 4 to build a new
Budding lawn mower. This program is
still available to watch again on Chan-
nel 4’s website. Another programme
that is likely to feature lawn mowers is
BBC2 series called Genius of Inven-
tions which started in January.

CAMEL MOWER!
By Clive Gravett
Whilst I have seen various four legged
animals pulling mowers, horse, pony,
donkey, oxen etc this one is my favour-
ite, ‘A Dromedary Camel’. The photo-
graph was taken in 1913 at Regents
Park, London. The mower appears to
be a Greens Silens Messor 28” or 30”.
The pads on the camels feet widen
when its steps on the ground preventing
it sinking in the sand, perhaps this is
why there is no mention of camel boots
in the Greens advertisement!
Coincidentally one of Budding’s first
mowers was at work in June 1831 in the
Zoological gardens in Regents Park
only months after its invention, with the
foreman of the gardens there, Mr Curtis
informing the Gardeners Chronicle that
he was entirely satisfied with it. “With
two men one to draw and another to
push, it does as much work as six or
eight men with scythes and brooms; not
only in mowing but sweeping up the
grass and lifting it into a box; performing
the whole so perfectly, as not to leave a
mark of any kind behind.”



Back in mid September 2012, an advert
appeared on a well known auction site
which read as follows:
‘Cast iron lawnmower in need of some
serious TLC. Dug up from my allotment,
no idea how long it’s been buried, chain
missing, approx 21cm wide, 115cm
length, writing on arms and just above
roller, think I can make out Ransomes
Sims & Jefferies of Ipswich. Roller ap-
prox 15cm wide. Would be a shame to
throw it away, needs a good home.
The lady seller had asked for some
expert OLC help and had received the
following advice:
‘The mower looks to be a Ransomes
Automaton Minor & if your measure-
ment of 21cm includes the side struc-
ture,  I would think the cutting width will
be 8-in and dates from the 1920s as
from the info I have the earlier ones
started at 10-in width. Hope that helps’.
[The 6 and 8 inch sizes actually already

existed in 1915 though were not availa-
ble in 1906. Ed.]

She had replied, ‘Very interesting, its
good to know a bit more about the
mower. Would be great to find an origi-
nal photo or drawing, I'll publish it here
if I discover anything. Thank you very
much for getting in touch’.

This prompted me to follow up it up as I
was suspicious, knowing that Ran-
somes did make a 6-inch Minor. So I
contacted the seller and asked her to
measure the width of the seized rotating
blade and she responded with “6 inch-

es!”  Bearing in mind that it was
seized solid and packed with
dry earth I took a gamble and
successfully won the bidding
session. (I already had a fire-
damaged 10-in Chain Automa-
ton Minor and thought I would
be able to cannibalise the two
into a 6-in machine.)  I and the
young lady seller (Michelle)
subsequently arranged a meet-
ing place and as I carried back
this solid chunk of earth-en-
crusted rusted-block of iron to
the car, I seriously wondered if
it was time to curb my enthusi-

A 6” AUTOMATON MINOR
by Brian Hornsey

Below: The mower as advertised.



asm for throwing money away by at-
tempting to restore sorrowful old mower
wrecks.
After sending some glowing feedback
to Michelle, she responded,

‘I'm glad to hear you haven't given up
on that lovely but rusty old mower. I
hope your efforts will be rewarded. I'm
looking forward to the day you send a
photograph back, a 'before and after'
shot - and hopefully you'll still be smiling
in the photo!

So, where to start? Initially I thought I
would be lazy and sandblast the whole
thing, paint it as a complete block and
stick it in the garden as an ornament.
However, my pride took over - I re-
trieved the 10-inch machine, looked
both machines over and decided to
start work on dissembling them both,
hack-sawing various bolt-heads off and
easing off, where possible, rusted nuts
using RP-90 (a Rapid Penetrating &
Release Fluid - recommended).
The main target was to save the 6-inch
components at the expense of the com-
mon parts be-
tween the 6-
and 10-in ma-
chines, so
ending up with
one machine.
The brass
bushes for the
rotating blade
were un-
scathed, other
than being en-
cased in earth;
were unworn
and now look
as good as
new. The only

real casualties were the original side
panels on the 6-inch, but as the 10-in
panels were clean, they have made
good replacements. The scraper plate
had been snapped in two and was so
badly pitted that the raised annotation
was virtually unreadable, but I was just
able to highlight the words with ‘brass’
enamel.
The close-ups above emphasize the
sorry state the machine was in. The
worst area was the rear roller assembly
the shaft of which was melded by red
rust to the roller. Additionally, the little
pawls inside the roller housing had to
be dug out - at one stage the only way
to dislodge the shaft was by smashing
it out with a copper hammer! Anyway
that all worked out.
I finished the work after about 2 months
of daily toil and my only regret is that I
no longer own a complete 10-inch Au-
tomaton Minor. I considered it more
important to resurrect a 6-inch example.
Hopefully, someone out there will ad-
vertise a rusty 10-inch eventually!

The complete machine is shown below.



As before, this article talks about proper
Dennis mowers, the Premier engine
causes no end of trouble.

1. Engine
Is there compression? Does the Mag-
neto click when turned over? If so then
proceed as follows. Remove valve cov-
er to see exposed valves and springs.
Remove spark plug. Place on top of
engine and hold down with an insulated
screwdriver. Turn over the engine and
see if there is a spark, and that the
magneto clicks every 180°. If so make
sure the magneto clicks at top dead
centre and bottom dead centre, and I
mean exactly! If all is well and you have
spark and timing, clean the plug and
replace.
If there is no compression proceed as
follows. Remove valve cover and see
exposed valves and springs. If the ex-
haust valve is stuck up try and turn it
with a spanner, there is not much room
if the exhaust pipe is intact. If you can’t
turn it, remove plug cap, it is brass and
probably butchered with chisel marks,
though a big socket or ring spanner
should shift it. The valve is then ex-
posed. WD40 or similar, gentle tapping
and it should go down. Twist and get rid
of gunge otherwise it will stick again.
Tappet clearances are 4 T inlet and 6 T
exhaust. Turn the engine over again
and check for compression and timing
as before. If still no compression, the
valve will have to be removed and seat-
ing checked. It is easier to remove the
exhaust pipe before doing this. The

exhaust studs should have brass nuts,
if not do not try and remove the nuts as
you will shear off the studs. Cut down
the nut missing the stud, much easier
than having to drill out a broken off stud!
The valve end pieces and tappets
should be self explanatory to remove, a
fiddly job and thin spanners are re-
quired. If valves are really badly pitted
then get them reground along with the
valve seats. I have the equipment if
needed. Replace with new valve
springs.

2. Carburettor
Should be 47/022 or 48/022 on early
ones. Sometimes a more modern carb
is fitted. If the engine runs with the
modern carb it will probably be too rich,
reduce the needle height if so.

3. Oil level
Remove dip stick on oil reservoir, Not
up to the mark? Then turn over the
engine, with decompressor open 6
times or so. Oil level should now be
near the mark. Don’t add new oil if the
level is too low, drain and flush before
filling with 4 pints of straight 50 or 40 if
you can’t get 50. Run and drain again
when the engine is warm. Have a squint
down the filler hole with a torch, I expect
there will be a lot of sediment at the
bottom. Flush and fill with 5 pints this
time.
I have seen too much oil rather than too
little, because an engine over 50 years
old gets worn and the oil runs into the

HOW TO OVERHAUL YOUR DENNIS
LAWN MOWER

By Geoffrey Brooks



dry sump after use hence the low read-
ing on the dipstick.

4. Starting from cold
If you have an instruction manual, fol-
low that. If not then proceed as follows.
Turn on petrol and check petrol is at the
carburettor. Close choke, no throttle,
turn over engine 6 times with decom-
pressor pulled back. Open throttle 10°
or so, pull up on bottom starting handle
hole, always use this when cold. Note
again thumb on top and only pull up
- very important! Engine should start,
open choke. What a wonderful sound,
listen and appreciate for a minute. Con-
trol handles will be rattling about so let’s
now look at the clutches.

5. Clutches
The outer handle operates the rear roll-
er, and you have to walk fairly briskly
with the throttle ½ open. When the han-
dle is upright then clutch should be
disengaged by about ⅛”. There should
be pressure felt when vertical and when
engaged. Adjust the free play of the
clutch fork by loosening the lock nut and
turning in or out. Adjust the external
clutch springs by again loosening the
lock nut and adjusting so that springs
hold the clutch in correctly. The later
models have internal springs and a bet-
ter clutch fork assembly. I expect the
clutch cones are loose on their shafts.
Live with this until they break.

6. Cutting cylinder and bottom blade
As mentioned before, they cut ade-
quately even when worn or the ends
have broken off. If you want to remove
to sharpen the cylinder this can be diffi-
cult for the early screw in bearing hold-
ers. The right hand one is always
seized solid and needs careful pro-

longed handling to remove. Tap bearing
ring on the inside of the side plate, and
apply copious amounts of WD40 or the
like. If the housing has chisel marks
then try turning with a blunt chisel. No
joy? Then proceed as follows. You have
to make a hexagonal male to fit inside
the housing. Your local engineering
merchants should be able to supply
hexagonal bar. Drill a hole through it to
fit over the cutting cylinder shaft. On the
right side fit a long screw with washer to
screw into the grease nipple thread.
This secures the special tool you have
made, ready for applying a 3 foot ad-
justable spanner or stilsons, and a
piece of 6 foot long tubing. Yes, you
need this to get enough leverage. The
machine has to be secured by someone
to keep everything solid. Lean on the
end and get a friend to tap round the
bearing housing. Still no joy? Then oxy-
acetylene heat needs to be applied
gently. It will finally let go, but take your
time. This is the worst part of a Dennis
overhaul, followed closely by removing
the bottom blade screws [this is com-
mon to almost all old lawnmowers! Ed].
An impact driver after heat is quite often
required. A good qualified mower re-
pairer should have adequate facilities
for re-grinding the cylinder and bottom
blade.
Replace and adjust very carefully so
that paper is cut all along the blade.
Check regularly after use to get every-
thing bedded in. Replace the adjusters
if they are badly worn.

7. Rear rollers
Refer to previous article for checking. If
you lose drive through the roller and
have to take apart then beware as
some parts may no longer be available.
If an outside roller goes round then the



teeth are no longer there. Taking apart
the roller should be self explanatory.
Rear roller sprockets can be replaced
easily. The drive shaft and pinions will
have to be cut off. Don’t try and remove
with pullers or brute force. Sprockets,
pinions and shaft will be able to be
replaced, the bushes may have to be
made s none are available. I got some
made of a substance used in industry.
Test Valley Trout spares may have
some in stock, if not I have the required
measurements.
7. Front rollers
See last issue. Make sure pivot bolts
are tight and adjusted correctly, other-

wise setting the cutting cylinder is diffi-
cult, especially on straight sided early
models. It is best to remove rollers and
lubricate with graphite grease before
re-assembly because if you can get
grease past the beaten up nipples at
the ends of the front roller shaft, it only
goes one roller in.

So I hope this explains the general
principles of maintenance. For more
serious engine rebuilds and clutch strip-
ping, phone me for assistance on
01732 832404 or 01732838770.

Happy Dennis mowing!

Following on from Jim Ricci’s article
(Grassbox 81) and photo of his recently
acquired Coldwell horse mower, I was
prompted to take another look at a few
related items that I have collected.
The image used on Chadborn & Cold-
well trade cards (shown on the front
cover of Grassbox 78) depicts a well-
dressed chap perched just above the
cutting cylinder being pulled by a horse
that would not look out of place in the
Grand National. Thinking that you
would have to be mad to operate a
mower like this, I had a closer look at an
original invoice I have dated 23rd April
1891 for a 35” Excelsior Horse Lawn
Mower, it was in fact acquired by the
Weston Virginia Hospital for the Insane!
(Cost $75) so my thoughts were correct!
Being curious I have found out a bit
more about the grounds on which this
mower was used as follows……
The Trans-Allegheny Lunatic Asylum
(also known as Weston State Hospital),

constructed between 1858 and 1881, is
the largest hand-cut stone masonry
building in North America, and is pur-
portedly the second largest in the world,
next to the Kremlin. It was designed by
the renowned architect Richard An-
drews following the Kirkbride plan,
which called for long rambling wings
arranged in a staggered formation, as-
suring that each of the connecting
structures received an abundance of
therapeutic sunlight and fresh air. The
original hospital, designed to house 250
souls, was open to patients in 1864 and
reached its peak in the 1950's with
2,400 patients in overcrowded and gen-
erally poor conditions. Changes in the
treatment of mental illness and the
physical deterioration of the facility
forced its closure in 1994 inflicting a
devastating effect on the local econo-
my, from which it has yet to recover.
According to the first log book of the
hospital, reasons for admission includ-

COLDWELL HORSE MOWERS
by Clive Gravett



ed Vicious Vices
in Early Life, Se-
duction, Domestic
Trouble, The
War, Novel Read-
ing, Fits and de-
sertion of
husband, Bad
company, Ill treat-
ment by husband,
Sexual Derange-
ment, Softening
of the brain, Moral
sanity, Young la-
dy and fear, Fall
from horse,
Shooting of daughter, Epileptic fits,
Grief, Asthma, Superstition, Dog bite,
and Bad Whiskey.

Some of the above could be applicable
to OLMC members; Desertion to shed,
mower manual reading, fall from mow-

er, grief (when outbid on E.bay), the list
goes on.
The Hospital building is still there today
and is used for Ghost Hunting tours;
perhaps Jim could call down and see if
that mower is still around, or perhaps
there will just be an apparition!
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FOR SALE
28” Atco, JAP engine 1946 c/w grassbox. £85

ono; 24” Dennis, 1960 c/w grassbox and
seat. C: John Bloxham. T: 01438 833157
(Hitchin)

JP Maxees; 11” JP Minor, both in family from
new, free to good home, prepared to deliver
locally. C: John Hunt. E:
jhunt1939@btinternet.com T: 02920 843 854
(Cardiff)

Lawnboy, c/w box, £100. C: Colin Berwick E:
colin.berwick@eye-dcreative.co.uk (London)

12” Ransomes Atlas, 1930s, c/w box, £10. C:
John Rudd T: 01952 257471 E:
johnrudd@blueyonder.co.uk (Wellington, Tel-
ford)#

30” Dennis with trailer seat, 1947, Dennis, c/w
box, Offers. C: John Baynes T: 01483
898120 E: annbaynes@mac.com
(Guildford)#

Atco Standard, Offers. C: Imogen Mann T: 07778
668643 E: imogen@mannkind.com
(Taunton)#

24” Ransomes Mark 8, 1948, 4S 349cc, c/w box,
£150. C: David Cooper T: 01302 851692 E:
d.a.cooper@btinternet.com (Doncaster)#

Ransomes Lioness Mk1. C: Terry Payne T:
07952 676653 E:
terrypayne39@hotmail.co.uk (Stratford upon
Avon)#

Atco, c/w box. C: Anthony Riley T: 07570 492623
E: r_tobe@yahoo.com (Bristol)#

Greens Zephyr 8, c1960s, c/w box, Offers. C:
Chris Smith E: sr500club@yahho.co.uk
(Harleston)#

17” Atco, 1950s, Villiers 2S, c/w box, Free. C:
Damon Hammond T: 07709 507903 E:
dhunterhammond@o2.co.uk (Aberystwyth)#

14” Greens Zephyr, c1950, c/w box, £10. C: Dav-
id Wilson T: 0115 9375342 E:
dav.marw@btinternet.com (Nottingham)#

Ransomes Lioness Mk1. C: Terry Payne T:
01564794680/ 07952676653 E:
terrypayne39@hotmail.co.uk (Stratford upon
Avon)#

12/15” Qualcast, Offers. C: Carol Sprague T:
01275 855555 E:
carol.sprague@blueyonder.co.uk (Bristol)#

12/15” Qualcast. C: Carol Sprague T: 01275
855555 E: carol.sprague@blueyonder.co.uk
(Bristol)#

23” Wolseley Standard, 1971, B&S, £45. C: A
Slade T: 07561 321393 E:
burt1947@hotmail.co.uk (Basingstoke)#

18” Ransomes, 1931, Villiers Midget, £45. C: A
Slade T: 07561 321393 E:
burt1947@hotmail.co.uk (Basingstoke)#

12” Pennsylvania, £25. C: A Slade T: 07561
321393 E: burt1947@hotmail.co.uk ()#

22” Atco, 1921, Villiers, £400. C: Shaun Armer T:
07826 752100 E: nuey321@hotmail.com
(Lancaster)#

Atco, Villiers, c/w box, Offers. C: Andrew Sow-
erby T: 01833 631132 E:
andrewsowerby@hotmail.co.uk (Barnard
Castle)#

30” Dennis Premier, c1953, Dennis, c/w box,
£100+. C: Guy Spaull T: 01206 330000 E:
guyspaull@encorpfin.com (Colchester)#

24” Webb with trailer seat, B&S, c/w box, £300.
C: John Thompson T: 07944 756750 E:
john6905@gmail.com (Much Hadham)#

14” Suffolk Super Punch, c/w box, Offers. C:
John Thompson T: 07944 756750 E:
john6905@gmail.com (Much Hadham)#

10” Webb Whippet, 1960, c/w box, Offers. C:
Tony Covell T: 0208 7707790 E:
tonycovell@talktalk.net (Sutton)#

8” Ransomes Chain Automaton Minor, c1920,
£100. C: Bill Garlinge T: 01843 831806 E:
simongarlinge@fsmail.net (Margate)#

30” Dennis, complete, c1960s. C: Tina Bristoll E:
tina.bristoll@googlemail.com (Birmingham)#

34” Atco Groundsman, complete.. C: Anne
Moulder E: annemoulder@ymail.com
(Unknown)#

20” JP Super, Villiers Mk12, c/w box; 17” JP Su-
per Mk5, Villiers 2S, c/w box; 16” Qualcast
Sixteen, c/w box; 12”, 16” and 17” Royal En-
field, no boxes, spares or repair; 12” Atco
recoil start, 1950s/60s, c/w box; 17” Atco,
rope start. C: Stephen Chester T: 01206
330753 M: 07794 551080 (Colchester)#

WANTED
Brochures, Pamphlets,Catalogues relating to

prewar lawnmowers, especially Atco and
Ransomes. C: Walter McClellan E:
wmcclell@hotmail.com (Melbourne, Austral-
ia)

Ransomes New Automaton 10” scraper plate;
Ransomes Automaton Pre 1885, Earlier the

ADVERTISEMENTS



better, Name your price? C: Clive Gravett.
E:clive@adurgardening.com T:07833306619

Mower pusher – Rendle, MP, or both - and JP
Super Power Mower, the one with the water-
cooled Villiers sloper. Condition not impor-
tant; Cash awaits. The machines will be kept
and cherished in the UK, but I live in Dubai,
so emails only please, unless you’re feeling
incredibly rich. C: Will Grime. T:
00971553003901, E: bigwill@btinternet.com.

Pre 1940 lawn mowers. Anything considered,
except Atco, including individual machines
and whole collections. Write to Michael
Duck, 1 Belmont Terrace, Shepton Beau-
champ, Somerset TA19 0JX.

Blind enthusiast seeks mowers to restore to orig-
inal condition or refurbish. Any make and
model as long as all parts are with the ma-
chine. C: Lewis Alexander T: 07936 877500
E: turningbytouch@gmail.com (Rhyl)#

Adverts are best submitted through the Club
website as this gets them into the standard
format for the magazine. However, all adverts
are welcome by post or phone and are free of
charge. Non members are denoted by a ‘#’.

HALL & DUCK INFORMATION
SERVICE
The Hall & Duck Trust can provide infor-
mation on almost any make and model
of lawn mower. For just £15 per ma-
chine they will search their extensive
information archive and provide copies
of documents found, dates of manufac-
ture and more. Special rates for multiple
queries. Please make cheques payable
to “The Hall & Duck Trust”. Send que-
ries with cheques to: Andrew Hall, Ar-
chivist, The Hall & Duck Trust, 1
Belmont Terrace, Shepton Beau-
champ, Ilminster, Somerset, TA19
0JX. T: 01460 241374 /E:
archivist@hdtrust.co.uk W:
www.hdtrust.co.uk

GARFITTS SPARES
Contact Richard Jones on 01243
575937 or by email at
lawnmower.jones@hotmail.co.uk (note
new email address) to order bottom

blades, cutting cylinders and fixing
screws from Garfitt’s of Sheffield. Items
ordered through Richard are subject to
special terms and you only need to pay
the club after the order is received.
Richard will also be able to offer general
advice on removal and replacement of
the blades.

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS
All membership renewals were sent out
in July around the time of the previous
Grassbox. We have had a good re-
sponse and the majority of members
have already renewed. The simplest
way to check if you have renewed or not
is to read the address label on the enve-
lope containing this Grassbox. If it has
“Until: 2012” in the bottom right hand
corner that means you have not yet
rejoined. This will be the last Grassbox
you receive if you do not rejoin.

WEBSITE
It’s time to change the members’ gener-
al access password for the coming year.
Members are reminded that this user-
name and password is only required to
access Members’ Only content such as
back copies of Grassbox. To contribute
to forums and submit classified ads etc
members must register with their own
unique username and password.
Words must be spelled correctly with
the right capital and lower case letters
and symbols.

Username: olcmember
Password: £1000Atco

WEBSITE CONTENT
We have been adding more pages and
content to the website over the past few
months and would like to encourage



more members to visit and use the site.
A number of members have registered
to use the site in the past but relatively
few of these have ever posted their own
comments or participated in the forums.
We are aware that a few members have
been unable to log on from time to time
but the majority have no problem. We’ll
do our best to help anyone that is hav-
ing trouble logging on if you send an
email (address below).
The initial registration on the site can
appear daunting to some members. We
have to use this type of process to
prevent the site being invaded by spuri-
ous users who would then send spam
and other potentially malicious emails
and so on. Even with the system we
have in place we get more false regis-
trations than legitimate users. Each us-
er is approved before they can log on to
the site for the first time which helps
keep out the people we don’t want.
After the initial registration, logging on is
no more difficult that using any other
website that requires a username and
password. Anyone who is familiar with
browser based email such as Hotmail,
Yahoo or Gmail should be able to add
their own comments or posts in the
forums because it is all done on screen
by typing in the appropriate boxes.
The forums are being used by a small
but growing number of members.
These are a good place to air your news
and views or to ask with help with your
preservation projects. There have been
some lively discussions in the past few
weeks.
The classified adverts section allows
members to list machines for sale di-
rectly and to ask for specific “wanted”
items. It is not intended to replace the
adverts which appear in Grassbox,
most of which come from people who

are not members of the club. We also
place “emergency” adverts on the web-
site including mowers which must be
sold quickly, for example when the sell-
er is moving house before the next
Grassbox.
There is a growing selection of operat-
ing manuals, freely available and pre-
sented in PDF format for easy
download or onscreen viewing. Each
has been scanned from the original and
cleaned up to create the best possible
version.
A list of suppliers and sources of spares
is sorted in various categories so that
you can easily find the information. We
will happily add relevant information if
you let us know.

BINDERS FOR GRASSBOX
When our Editor introduced the A5 size
of Grassbox at issue No. 73 a couple of
years ago, it was only a matter of time
until a suitable binder was needed. A5
binders are available from Robbie’s
shop, either directly or via post.
Binders are covered in a simulated
leather material that is very similar to
‘Old Lawnmower Club green,’ with
spring loaded plastic twine retaining
strings. The Club logo and magazine
name are embossed in gold on the
spine.
Current price is £4.50 each plus £1.50
for p & p. Minor changes in both costs
may be appropriate with future batches.
They proved quite popular at the
A.G.M. but if you weren’t there, or didn’t
get one then, you can do so now by
sending £6.00 with your request, to
Robbie. His contact details are shown
elsewhere in Grassbox.

Dick Hardwick



ANNUAL RALLY
Saturday 18th & Sunday 19th May.
There will be more details in the next
issue of the arrangements for this
event, but the main events, the club
AGM and the auction will take place on
the Sunday.
Exhibits
The mowers on display at the rally have
declined in number over the last few
years, possibly as a result of the growth
of the auction. This is a shame, as it is
these that most members come to see,
not an incomplete machine purchased
in the auction. We hope very much that
members will show off their recent res-
toration projects with pride at the rally,
and help to rejuvenate this part of the

event. The area of grass available for
mower displays is better than ever, and
there is far more room that before to run
machines too.
Auction
There will be an auction as usual, and a
form for entries is included as a sepa-
rate sheet with this magazine. The form
will be sent out again in the next issue,
and it is now also possible to submit
auction entries on the website. Dead-
line will be the Saturday before the
event, and further details are on the
auction sheet.
Also on the sheet is the form for third
party insurance. This is a very useful
thing to have if you intend to display
mowers during the summer.

THE OLD LAWNMOWER COMPANY
Specialists in post-war Lawnmowers & Scythes (Atco, Dennis, Ransomes,

Suffolk, Webb, Allen)
SPARE PARTS    SALES    RESTORATION    OPERATION MANUALS

New blade sharpening kit now available!
See website for details: www.oldlawnmowers.co.uk

T: 07930 314187 Ivor Gregory (Old Lawnmower Club Member)

DENNIS Z TYPE SPARES
(former stock of Geoffrey Brooks)

Engine Parts - Piston Rings - Connecting Rods - Oil Pump Drive Gears
Cutting cylinders for 24” and 30” (not 36”) and bottom blades

Transmission Parts, second hand cylinders and rear
rollershq@testvalleytrout.co.uk T: 01794 512453

Christopher Saunders-Davies (Old Lawnmower Club Member)

THE MOWER CENTRE
For all sorts of spare parts

Atco - Suffolk - Dennis - Villiers - JAP - Briggs & Stratton - Kohler
Gaskets - Piston Rings - Ignition Coils - Silencers - Cables - Petrol Taps - Oilers

Points - Condensers - Atco Kick Start Springs
Call Us For Our Mail Order Price List T: 01323 842477

John Cruse (Old Lawnmower Club Member)
themowercentrehailsham.com
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This is the less familiar later type of
1920s Shanks Jehu motor mower. Un-
like the more commonly seen version
illustrated on the back of Grassbox 74,
this has a standard lift off grassbox rath-
er than the pony mower style sliding
paddle box. This machine still has the
flat topped Villiers Mk 5 engine, probably
the last lawn mower to use it. It has other
modifications, most obvious being the
diagonal cross ties in the handles, the
large more sophisticated silencer, differ-
ently mounted petrol tank (no longer on
top of the engine) and the later style of
mounting for the countershaft, as found
on the smaller Shanks Wizard. The ear-
lier Jehu was available with a lift off box,
but the mounting was slightly different.
The mower is owned by Stan and Jona-
thon Hardwick. Jonathon is seen here
with the mower at Bedford a few years
ago.
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Above is one of the best known mow-
er adverts, the enthusiastic tennis
players seemingly oblivious to the
lawn still being cut. This advert
shows very well the original colours
of the Anglo Paris, as traces of origi-
nal paint on survivors today confirm.
The example on the right has the
optional grassbox and delivery plate
but is the same 10” size as in the
advert. The transfer is original, but
the mower had been repainted, so
we repainted it again in a closer ap-
proximation of the original colour,
plenty of which was visible under the
earlier repainting. The cutting cylin-
der and the inside of both the grass-
box and delivery plate are not white
but a very pale shade of green.


